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THE NACE MISSION STATEMENT  

To provide catering and event professionals superior education, networking                                                                                                       

and resources to enhance  career success and deliver  excellence to clients.  

 

 

 

 Welcome our new NACE Corporate members!-If you’ve been to the NACE offices in Maryland 

lately, you’ve seen some new faces, and we couldn’t be more excited!  Our new Associate    

Director, Ann Kiefer, arrived this month and is already part of the family.  Anne comes to us from 

the Steel Tank Institute in Chicago.  Also new to our staff is Leslie Jones, our Manager or      

Education and Certification.  Leslie has quite a job ahead of her as we revamp and roll out the 

CPCE testing and certification process, but we now she’s up to the task!  And we also welcome 

Melissa Forde as our Chapter Relations Coordinator.  Melissa comes to NACE with more than 

four years experience as an association professional in the Washington, DC area.  Welcome 

Anne, Leslie, and Melissa!  On behalf of the entire association, we’re thrilled that you’ve joined 

us! 

 Experience! 2008-NACE is thrilled to announce that Robert Irvine, host of the smash hit food 

Network show “Dinner:Impossible” will be the keynote speaker of Experience! 2008 in           

Philadelphia.  Don’t miss the opportunity to hear how Dinner:Impossible became a hit and how 

Robert Irvine has transitioned from an executive chef at Donald Trump’s Taj Mahal and the Royal 

Yacht Brittania, among many other exclusives venues.  For more information about Robert Irvine, 

and “Dinner:Impossible,” visit www.needurl.com 

 Chapter News-Columbus NACE is excited about the upcoming year of education, programs, 

fundraisers and networking.  This year, Columbus is focusing on strengthening membership 

through involvement, incorporating fundraising for educational scholarships, and bringing in a 

level of education that is unsurpassed by any other industry organization in the area. The chapter 

is looking forward to the opportunity of sending 2 members to the Educational Conference in 

Philly this August.  A raffle has been put into place and will run through May where 2 deserving 

winners will be drawn.  

        The Denver chapter of NACE kicked off its first official event of the year on January 17th at the          

historic Brown Palace Hotel and Spa.  The new formed chapter of about 35 members, is     

scheduled to charter in August at the Philadelphia conference, has been working to increase 

current membership, design monthly events and educational speakers that appeal to both its 

catering members as well as affiliate members. 

 

This month we are spotlighting, John M. Podzamsky from Hospitality Staff. John joined      

Hospitality  Staff with many successful year of experience, not only in the Hospitality Industry, 

but also, in the Staffing Industry.    

He started his career as a manager trainee with Howard Johnson’s Hotels and Restaurants 

where he became a General Manager.  Five years later, John was recruited by A.L. Tunic to 

head up the operations department of a franchise holding and consulting company, as VP of 

Operations.  In New Orleans, John met Al Copeland the founder of Popeye's and joined as 

their VP of Operations.  He developed the operating systems and manuals, developed      

company operations and helped develop the franchise systems.  Podzamsky purchased the   

Popeye's Franchise Developmental Rights for Northern Florida and was awarded the 1984 

and 1985 Inc. Magazine 500 Fastest Growing Companies in the United States Award and the 

1984 Jacksonville Entrepreneur of the Year Award.  In 1986 he sold the company but         

remained until 1989 as COO of the forty-eight units with sales of $38 million with 1900       

employees. 

John has been a principal in real estate development for many retail locations and several 

shopping centers.  He has also been involved in a variety of restaurant concepts.  Looking to a 

new field, Podzamsky joined forces with a staffing company and successfully developed new 

division specializing in staffing for the Hospality Industry.  In February 2001, John opened the 

Jacksonville Market for Hospitality Staff as the Managing Partner.  

Always looking for opportunities to “give back to the community”, John has been or is active in  

many charities and trade associations.   


